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Ruse 


Author's Notes: 
This was inspired by the Blind Guardian video \'Mirror Mirror\" which shows what they do to pass the time 
on the road. Thanks to Andy for looking it over :) 


"Check mate" 
Hansi stares at the chess board 

Pawn to that square, knight to another. It had been flawless, as always. 
Then why was he on the losing end? Played it safe or too risky? 

A move away from trapping Thomen's queen, and then this happens. 


Thomen says, "You up for another?" but Hansi isn't listening. He needs to know what he did wrong, nothing else 
matters at this point. 


Marcus wanders up and nods in Hansi's direction. "What's he doing?" 
"Trying to figure out how he lost.” 
"Does he know you switched pieces on him?" 


Thomen chuckles. "Not yet" 


